
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

Russian Health Care Foundation

Program Title: Promoting a Strategic Response to HIV/AIDS Treatment and Care for Vulnerable Populations in the Russian Federation
The Program Promoting a Strategic Response to HIV/AIDS Treatment and Care for Vulnerable Populations in the Russian Federation is being realized in accordance with the approved Grant Proposal of the Country’s Coordination Mechanism to Fight HIV/AIDS and TB in the Russian Federation (CCM) submitted to the Global Fund to fight  HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria on April 4, 2004.

On June 6, 2005 the Global Fund to fight HIV/AIDS, TB and malaria signed   the Program Grant Agreement between the Global Fund to fight AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria and the Russian Health Care Foundation to realize Promoting a Strategic Response to HIV/AIDS treatment and Care for vulnerable Populations in the Russian Federation Program.

On September 29, 2005 the Russian Federation Governmental International Humanitarian and Technical Assistance Commission registered the Promoting a Strategic Response to HIV/AIDS Treatment and Care for Vulnerable Populations in the Russian Federation Program as a technical assistance program (code - GFATM001000, record # 6 (12).

Some part of resources is planned to be used to pay for contracts to carry on projects of  treatment of HIV/AIDS people, as well as rendering them palliative and psycho-social aid.
As a result of the tender which had been launched by the Russian Health Care Foundation the following 10 substitutes of the Russian Federation have been chosen:

· Altai Krai 

· Volgograd Region 

· Irkutsk Region 

· Kaliningrad Region 

· Krasnodar Krai 

· Leningrad Region 

· Saratov Region 

· Sverdlov Region 

· Tyumen Region 

· Chelyabinsk Region.

In recent years the problem of treatment of HIV/AIDS people, as well as the problem of rendering them palliative and psycho-social aid, has seriously went down. Now we face a real need of improving the system of rendering specialized medical aid to PLWA, training specialist- physicians, psychologists and social workers in new methods of care and support of PLWA.
It is no secret that professional medical associations in some regions of Russia demonstrate insufficient knowledge of contemporary international scientific approaches to the application of the most effective forms and methods of treatment. In its turn, it leads to the Russian clinical practice lag as compared to the international recommendations and standards, which results not only in degrading the treatment efficacy, but also in rising of medical care price.

To achieve the above mentioned goals implementing individual consultants have to fulfill the following tasks:

1. To teach and train regional specialists participating in the training the contemporary principles of treatment-and-diagnostic support to PLWA, based on successful positive experience and modern international approaches and standards in the above mentioned field. To teach them contemporary thoroughly developed and standardized recommendations on ART regimen, the complex patients’ care, the clinical observation and laboratory monitoring, as well as the clinical care protocols, taking into account the scale of HIV- infection in Russia and growing number of HIV-positive people. 
2. To make a Draft Training Program for experts on palliative care for PLWHA: a training course and materials for experts (interdisciplinary health care team) based on successful positive experience of making similar programs and modern international approaches and standards in the above mentioned field.

3. To make a Draft Guideline on psycho-social support for PLWHA for AIDS Centers, based on positive experience of similar centers and modern international approaches and standards in the above mentioned field.

Russian Health Care Foundation which manages the Program calls individual consultants with proper qualification requirements to send Expression of Interest letters to fulfill each of the above mentioned tasks. The materials proving required competence of consultants should be attached to the Expression of Interest Letter (description of experience and implemented projects, skills and knowledge of staff). 

All interested  individuals may obtain the coverage information since 11.00 am till 6.00 pm (Moscow time). Contact person – Alexander Pankratov, HIV/AIDS Program Coordinator, GFATM PROJECT, e-mail: pankratov-rhcf@mail.ru 

Deadline to send Expression of Interest letters to fulfill each of the above mentioned tasks –  December 25, 2005.

Address:

Dmitry Goliaev, 

Promoting a Strategic Response to HIV/AIDS and TB Treatment and Care for Vulnerable Population in the Russian Federation Project Director,

Russian Health Care Foundation

3-rd floor, office 358

8, Trubetskaya St., Moscow, Russia, 119948, 

Tel: (495) 248 67 88

Fax: (495) 257-28-46
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